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1, dust prior to 1933 the Czechoslovak Arny instituted a tvo~year conmulsory 
military services roguiation, which applied to all branches of the vervice. 
All Ceochoslovak melo citizens who had attained the age of 20 were subject 

c to draft. There vere three classes of onlistoes, To the first class 
belonged those who reported in their twentisth year and were 
accented as physically fit, usually about 3 - 10 percent of the total 
enlistees. Those tho ware not accanted ot the first enlistrent reported 
the following year (et the sage of 21), and the accented ones comprised tis 
2nd class. About 70 vercent of the men were enlisted in this class. Those 
who were not accepted in the 2nd clags vere required to attond the enlist- 
nont of the 3rd clags the following year. In this class, the rest of the 
enlistees who had by-passed the two previous enlisiments, and who had now 
reached the age of 22 vere drafted, if physically fit. Smlistees who vers 
not. accepted into any of the three classes were classifiad unfit for 
military services and were declared ineligible for further enlistment. Ths 
men the were reeruited wore classified "A" (fit for service with 
arns), "B" (fit for avciliary service without erms), or "C" (unfit for any 
tyne of sorvica and subject to reclassification). 


2, Gollere students who beeame eligible for draft whilo still in school 
generally went through the usual onlistmont routine and then vore piven a 
one~year postponement of nilitery service. Additional postponements were 
granted on occasion, provided applications and a certificate of studies 
vere forwarded every yenr to the reeruiting office. Farmers who had no 
male relatives to take cara of their farns if they vent Into the service 
and nen who were the sole support of their fanilics could avply fer special 
repor've status. If placed on reserve status, these nen gonerally served 
only about five months. However, they were subject to more frequent 
rofrosher courses than those who served the full two years. 


3, i the prewar republic, a lerge percentage of the enlistees vere 
classified "C", However, as the situation in Ozechoslovakia becane more 
tenes, the induction regulations became more rigid, After the war, the 
prever recruiting system was renewed. It vas then necessary to call up 
all war contincenta (from 1939 to 1945) of men whe had not served in the 
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omy durin: the Peoatectireate, morzely the clesses of 1917-1922, This 
mresented 2 fairly conmlieeted urnblen, “vich ves solved in tho folloving 
maumor: Tho 2217 canuel (2nd class) wes called up in “May 1945 for one 
yerp's servico. ‘ihe 11S » 1922 annucls were erajuclly called up bot.eon 
1946 and 149 to attend tue-or thres-inonth training veriods ss sveeciol 
resorvists. The 1923 annued vas the first nest ver proun whieh wma subject 
te the remular tuo-yecr services, ud then only tho 3r¢ olesc, i.e., 22-yoor 
olds. ‘lost of this ar:nuel was reerulted and antered services on 1 Octcber 
1945. Fron thet tine until 1949 econtincents of reeruits vera connosed 
aostiy of the 3rd class. Sinee 1949 thore has boen an inerocsing nercontare 
of enlisted men in the 2nd class (2leyear olds). 
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As a result of provisions of tre Defense Act of 1949 the Csechoslewek Aray 
adantod the systen of havine tue rathor than thres enlisted classes, The 
ist class contains continveats of 20-year old non, while the 2nd class is 
soaponed of dleyecr olds, The new system actually became effective in 1951, 
with a considerable porcontae of the 1931 anmiyi (20-year olds) alreody 
having been onlisted and having been produelly called up to beste military 
service, 1952 the 3r¢c enlisted class will heve all but disamecrad, with 
the axceotion of a few cases of cranted postnenenents, ote. — 
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